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diagnosis. On June 5, 1981, the Centers for 
Disease Control published the first mention of 
what would later be determined to be HIV. 
Since that time, the disease has taken a 
heavy toll on populations both at home and 
around the world. We remember those who 
have lost their lives to AIDS and honor those 
who have dedicated their lives to fighting this 
terrible disease. 

The United States has been a world leader 
in this fight, and there is reason to be opti-
mistic. The President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief, PEPFAR, has directly supported 
life-saving antiretroviral treatment for more 
than 3.2 million men, women and children 
worldwide. In fiscal year 2010 alone, PEPFAR 
programs treated more than 600,000 HIV-posi-
tive pregnant women allowing more than 
114,000 infants to be born HIV-free. In addi-
tion, PEPFAR directly supported HIV coun-
seling and testing for nearly 33 million people, 
providing a critical entry point to prevention, 
treatment, and care. 

In recent years there have been real ad-
vances in the treatment and prevention of 
AIDS. A scientific trial of microbicide gel has 
shown it to reduce the risk of a woman be-
coming infected with HIV during sex by almost 
40 percent. Another trial has revealed that 
drugs used to treat HIV may also be effective 
in preventing infection. 

We must do more to ensure that scientific 
breakthroughs in HIV/AIDS reach the most 
vulnerable populations. Mother-to-child trans-
mission of HIV has been virtually eliminated in 
the developed world; however, 1,000 babies 
are still infected with HIV around the world 
each day. This is deplorable when we have 
the tools and medicines to end pediatric AIDS. 
I commend UNAIDS and PEPFAR for their 
plan to virtually eliminate mother-to-child trans-
mission of HIV by 2015. 

U.S. contributions to multi-lateral organiza-
tions such as UNAIDS and the Global Fund to 
fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria are crit-
ical to ending the AIDS epidemic. To date, the 
Global Fund has provided support to treat 
three million HIV-positive people, and reached 
150 million people with HIV counseling and 
testing. 

We have come a long way since that June 
day 30 years ago. I am proud of the resources 
this body has dedicated over the years to 
fighting HIV and AIDS. Along with saving lives, 
this funding helps to free developing countries 
from the burden of disease, allowing economic 
growth and increased stability. I urge my col-
leagues to continue our commitment to fight-
ing this disease. 
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Thursday, June 16, 2011 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor His Eminence Archbishop Vatché 
Hovsepian upon his 60th anniversary of con-
secration and ordination into the priesthood. 

Archbishop Hovsepian was born in Beirut, 
Lebanon, where he received his elementary 
education at the Mesrobian Armenian National 
School, and later was accepted as a postulate 
at the Antelias Theological Seminary. Upon 

successfully completing his studies, he was 
ordained Father Vatché Hovsepian, and 
served in the capacity of assistant dean and 
instructor of the Seminary. 

In 1953, Father Vatché went to England to 
further his theological studies, and was simul-
taneously active in the World Council of 
Churches Youth Movement. After attending 
the College of the Resurrection near Man-
chester, he continued his studies at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, Scotland. During his stay 
in Edinburgh, Father Vatché was a vibrant 
member of the Theological Commission. 
When Father Vatché was assigned to the Pas-
torate of the Holy Cross Armenian Church of 
Union City, New Jersey in 1956, he diligently 
continued to pursue his studies and obtained 
his Bachelor of Divinity Degree at the New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary at Rutgers 
University. 

Father Vatché’s journey continued to Can-
ada during the influx of Armenian immigrants 
to the region. In 1967, he was designated as 
‘‘Bishop of Canada,’’ and he immediately orga-
nized a new Diocese. Through the efforts, dy-
namism, and perseverance of the Bishop, a 
cathedral with school facilities was purchased 
in Montreal, Quebec. 

In 1971, Archbishop Vatché was elected as 
the Primate of the Armenian Church of North 
America Western Diocese. Upon attaining his 
new role, the Primate arrived at the Diocesan 
Headquarters, which at the time was a rented 
house in Los Angeles, California. Immediately, 
he began searching for a potential site for a 
cathedral, and a church was soon purchased 
in Hollywood, California. This church was later 
transformed into the St. John Armenian Cathe-
dral, where the vast Armenian population liv-
ing in Hollywood frequented every Sunday. 

In 1988, when the disastrous earthquake 
struck in Armenia, the Archbishop established 
the Orphan’s Fund, through which the Diocese 
sends aid and medical supplies to the orphans 
in Armenia regularly. In addition, Archbishop 
Vatché was instrumental in the founding of the 
St. Gregory Alfred and Marguerite Hovsepian 
Armenian School in Pasadena, California, as 
well as numerous other Armenian Day 
Schools in the community. Under Archbishop 
Vatché’s leadership and guidance, the West-
ern Diocese purchased a multi-purpose com-
plex in Burbank, California, where the present 
Diocesan Headquarters stands. Archbishop 
Vatché has also actively participated in civic 
issues, and has met with five Presidents of the 
United States and various religious leaders. 

I ask all Members to join me in thanking 
Archbishop Vatché Hovsepian for his selfless 
dedication and commitment to the Armenian 
community and wish him well in all future en-
deavors. 
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HONORING MICHELLE 
MEIERHOFFER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 16, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Michelle 
Meierhoffer of Saint Joseph, Missouri. Michelle 
is active in the community through her work 
and has been chosen to receive the YWCA 
Women of Excellence Award for Emerging 
Leader. 

Michelle Meierhoffer is a recent addition to 
the Saint Joseph community, and in her three 
years here has already garnered awards and 
appreciation through civic and professional en-
deavors. Pfizer Pharmaceuticals has recog-
nized her contributions as a Sales Represent-
ative with numerous awards, including the 
company’s top honor. She has lent her consid-
erable energy and imagination to the Junior 
League and the Albrecht Kemper Museum of 
Art. She embodies her own words to others to 
‘‘do their best and think outside the box to ob-
tain their goals using new and exciting 
means.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Michelle Meierhoffer. She has al-
ready made an amazing impact on countless 
individuals in the St. Joseph Community. I am 
honored to represent her in the United States 
Congress. 
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HONORING JOAN BROWN 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 16, 2011 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joan Brown and recognize her contribu-
tion to volunteerism and community involve-
ment in Marin County, California. Ms. Brown is 
retiring as Manager of the Civic Center Volun-
teers, CCV, program after more than 32 years 
of fostering citizen participation in local gov-
ernment. 

After graduating from Northwestern Univer-
sity, Joan continued a legacy of service begun 
by her family. Her initial work as an elemen-
tary school teacher greatly inspired her career 
path, and the professional standards she cul-
tivated as a teacher carried over into the envi-
ronment she created at CCV. A trip to the So-
viet Union in 1973 focused her passion for 
service on participation in local government. 
Her official guide on the trip insisted that the 
Berlin Wall was nonexistent, just U.S. propa-
ganda, reminding Joan that citizen involve-
ment is essential for democracy. 

The CCV was established in response to 
Proposition 13, which reduced tax revenue to 
the counties. Joan was hired temporarily and 
quickly became a permanent employee in the 
Personnel Department as she helped to create 
a place where women, retirees, and reces-
sion-impacted professionals could dedicate 
their skills through volunteerism. Through her 
leadership, the CCV grew from zero in 1979 to 
8,400 in 2010. 

Marin County would be a very different 
place were it not for Joan’s success with cit-
izen involvement in each county department, 
saving the Marin taxpayers millions in the 
process. 

Joan’s knack for volunteer management ex-
tended beyond the reach of the CCV. She 
took on the challenge of co-founding the Na-
tional Association of Volunteer Programs in 
Local Government which included both na-
tional and international training. With Commu-
nity Mental Health, she engineered volunteer 
development in her successful 10-year Job 
Coach program. And she also promoted em-
ployee effectiveness by creating a newsletter 
for employees by employees and establishing 
an employee recognition event. 

For her accomplishments both within Marin 
County and beyond, she earned the First Acts 
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